The Cosgrave Family
of Upper Malone,
Antrim, Ireland
© 2018 James John Cosgrave

By Jim Cosgrave
Parksville, British Columbia,
Canada
5th Edition
1 May 2018
Email – genealogyjim@shaw.ca

Table of Contents
Table of Contents.......................................................................................................................................... 2

Introduction .................................................................................................................................................. 3

Newspapers ..................................................................................................................................................13

Religion .........................................................................................................................................................18

Ordinance Survey Memoirs ....................................................................................................................19
Tombstone Inscriptions ...........................................................................................................................20
The Old Record Book ..............................................................................................................................20
Education .....................................................................................................................................................21

Wills ..............................................................................................................................................................22

The Ireland / New Zealand Link ................................................................................................................25

Family Stories ..............................................................................................................................................26

Thomas Cosgrave and Family ....................................................................................................................28

Earlier History .............................................................................................................................................31

Conclusion ....................................................................................................................................................33

Background Family History .......................................................................................................................34

Charts ...........................................................................................................................................................36

Bibliography.................................................................................................................................................38

2

Introduction
When I began tracing the history of the Cosgrave family, I found that the trail went cold
very quickly due to public and church records from Northern Ireland not being generally
available in New Zealand. In 1985 I had the opportunity to visit the Mormon Family
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, where a little more progress was made, but still
no major breakthroughs. Sources of family history regarding Northern Ireland are
somewhat limited, due to the destruction of most public records in the Four Courts fire in
Dublin during the Irish civil war in 1922. Many of the records that do exist are kept in
The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, which also houses a lot of general
information relating to those who have lived in Northern Ireland throughout its troubled
history.
In August of 1996, I was fortunate to visit Belfast and to spend some time in the Public
Record Office. Again, the information did not enable me to make major breakthroughs
on the Cosgrave family history, but the many individual snippets of information that were
obtained, when combined, do provide a more comprehensive picture of the family
structure, and situation.
Much additional information was the result of the tireless efforts of Peter George Maurice
(Maurice) Cosgrave of Auckland, New Zealand (who passed away in 2001), including
research that he commissioned with the Ulster Historical Foundation.
More recently, the digitization of historical newspapers & other records, and the
availability of consumer-friendly DNA testing for family historians have brought
additional information to light.
In this article I have blended several individual items of family information with the
social history of Belfast, to present the Cosgrave family as a real part of Belfast’s history,
using the limited information available. Each chapter focuses on a different series of
records. This is not intended to be the final word regarding the history of the Cosgrave
family, but rather to provide a basis for myself and others to continue this work.
The chapter on Background Family History provides the reverse chronological links
between individual family members to prove the relationships between individuals.
Several charts have also been included to show the relationship between the generations.
In this 5th edition, I have added a chapter on earlier history, which includes information
on the migration of our ancient male Cosgrave ancestors.
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Land
Land has always been very important to the Irish people, and records of transactions
regarding the land are a major source of information. Landowners recorded leases of
land to Tenants, and Indentures of Lease were registered to detail transfers of land
ownership from one person to another.
King James I, in a patent dated 5 November, 1603, granted Belfast Castle and a large area
around it, to Sir Arthur Chichester for his part in defeating the Irish in Ulster. Following
the “Flight of the Earls” in 1607, Chichester became obsessed with the Plantation of
Ulster with Protestant lowland Scots. The Chichester family continued to dominate
Belfast for several generations, and provided land for the plantation settlers through lease,
retaining ownership of the land themselves. Leases were generally short, until the 5th
Earl of Donegall (created 1st Marquis in 1791) began offering longer leases in 1767.i
One such lease was granted to Daniel Cosgrave of Belfast on 20 June, 1770, for the term
of three lives or 41 years.ii The lease covered 14 acres and 30 perches in the townland of
Upper Malone at an annual rent of 13 pounds and ten shillings, and began as follows:

20 June 1770
The Earl of Donegall to Daniel Cosgrave
Lease of 14 a. 0r. 30p. in Upper Malone for 3 lives or 41 years from 1st May 1770.
Yearly Rent 13 pounds 5 shillings
Duties
5 shillings
13 pounds 10 shillings
Heriot
20 shillings 0 pence
Renewed to
)
Alexander Cosgrave )

Signed, sealed and delivered by the
Earl of Donegall in the presence of
Geo. Portis
Dav.d Henderson
(not signed by Daniel Cosgrave)
Signature and Seal of Donegall

This indenture made the 20th day of June in the year of Our Lord seven hundred & seventy; Between the Right
Honourable Arthur, Earl of Donegall, of the one part, and Daniel Cosgrove, of the Parish of Belfast in the
County of Antrim, his heirs …
…All that farm, tenement or parcel of land in Upper Malone, containing by admeasurement fourteen acres
and thirty perches plantation measure or thereabouts, be the same more or less, and now in the occupation of the
said Daniel Cosgrove …{lease continues}.
The 1st Marquis of Donnegal became desperately short of money. To raise immediate
cash he began renewing leases at the same rent, but with a ‘fine’ payable upon the
renewal. Many tenants could not afford the fines, and were evicted from the land.iii The
lease to Daniel Cosgrave was renewed to Alexander Cosgrave on 18 December, 1800 for
61 years at the same rent, but with a ‘fine’ of forty five pounds and ten shillings.iv
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Alexander Cosgrave was obviously one of the luckier tenants, in that he could afford the
45 pound ‘fine’. This lease provided great detail on the obligations and restrictions
associated with such a transaction, and is provided here in it’s entirety to give the reader a
feel for these conditions:
18th December 1800
The Marquis of Donegall
And his Trustees
to
Mr. Alexander Cosgrave

Counterpart Lease of a farm containing
14a. 0r. 30p situate in Upper Malone in the
Parish of Belfast Barony of Belfast
And County of Antrim
For 61 years from 01 Nov last
Rent 13 pounds 10 shillings
Heriot 1 pound
Fine 45 pounds 10 shillings

This Indenture of Three Parts made the Eighteenth Day of December in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand
Eight Hundred, Between the Most Honourable George Augustus Marquis and Earl of Donegall, Earl and
Baron of Belfast and Viscount Chichester of the Kingdom of Ireland of the first part, James Dashwood, John
Agnew and William MacGeorge all of New Bond Street in the County of Middlesex, Esquires, and William
Lyon of Bedford Row in the same county, Gentleman, Trustees in a certain Indenture of Demise bearing the
date the Twentieth day of April One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety Nine, of the second part, and
Alexander Cosgrave of the Parish of Belfast in the County of Antrim, Farmer, of the third part. Witnesseth
that for and in consideration of the yearly Rents, Reservations, Covenants, Conditions and Agreements
hereinafter referred and contained on the part and Behalf of the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors,
Administrators and Assigns, to be paid, done and performed, and for divers other good and valuable Causes
and Considerations, He the said George Augustus, Marquis of Donegall with the Consent and Approbation of
the said James Dashwood, John Agnew, William MacGeorge and William Lyon, testified by their being made
Parties to and sealing and delivering these Presents, Hath demised granted and to farm let, and by these
Presents doth demise grant and to farm let, unto said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and
Assigns, All that farm with the several fields, pieces or parcels of land or ground to the same belonging
containing by estimation fourteen acres and thirty perches plantation measure or thereabouts, be the same more
or less situate, lying and being in Upper Malone and now in the Tenure or Occupation of the said Alexander
Cosgrave, his under tenant or under tenants. AND all Houses, Edifices and Buildings which now are or at
any time hereafter shall be thereupon erected and built, and with their and every of their Appurtenances, which
said farm Tenement and Premises are situate lying and being in the Parish of Belfast, within the Barony of
Belfast and County of Antrim, and more particularly described (as to their Buttals and Boundaries) in the
Plan or Ground-plot thereof hereunto annexed, except and always reserved out of this present Demise unto the
said Marquis and his Assigns, and all and every other person or persons who for the time being shall or may
be entitled to the Freehold and Inheritance of the same Premises immediately expectant on the Determination of
this Demise, all and all manner of Timber and other woods and underwoods now growing or hereafter to grow
on the said demised Premises, and all the Mines of head ore, Tin and other Minerals, Quarries of Lime
stone, Building stone, marble and slate, and other Quarries whatsoever and also all Marl, Fuller’s Earth,
Turf, Turf-mosses and Bog-timber, Corn Mills, Wears, Dams, Waters, Water courses, and all Fishings,
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Fowlings, Free Warren and Chase, and other Royalties whatsoever in, over or upon the said demised
Premises or any part thereof, with liberty to shoot, fish, fowl, hunt and hawk, in and upon the same, To
Have and To Hold the said Farm Tenement and Premises with their Appurtenances, except as before excepted,
unto the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns, for and during the term of
sixty one years to commence and be computed from the first day of November now last past ,and fully to be
complete and ended, yielding and paying therefore yearly and every year during the continuance of this Demise,
unto the said Marquis and his Assigns during his life, and after his decease unto such person or persons as
shall for the time being be entitled to the Freehold Inheritance of the said demised Premises, immediately
expectant on the Determination of this Demise the yearly rent or sum of Thirteen pounds and ten shillings of
good and lawful money of Great Britain at or upon the first day of May and the first day of November in each
year by equal half-yearly payments, clear of all taxes, charges, rates and deductions whatsoever now or at
any time or times hereafter to be charged or imposed by Authority of Parliament or otherwise howsoever (Quit
and Crown rents only excepted) the first half-yearly payment of the said rent to begin and be made on the first
day of May next, ensuing the date hereof, And also Yielding and Paying unto the said Marquis and his
Assigns or such other person or persons as shall or may be entitled to the freehold and Inheritance to the said
premises for the time being as aforesaid, the sum of one pound of like lawful money at or upon the death of the
said Alexander Cosgrave, and every other chief tenant dying in possession of the said demised premises during
the continuance of the said term, for and in lieu of an Heriot, and also yielding and paying unto the said
Marquis and such other person or persons as shall for the time being be entitled to the Freehold and
Inheritance of the same Premises as aforesaid, the further yearly rent or sum of Twenty shillings sterling for
every acre of the said premises plantation measure that shall be plowed and sown with corn or grain of any
kind, in any one year during the continuance of this demise over and above two thirds parts of the arable land
hereby demised, the same to be paid on every first day of November next, after the time of such sowing, and
also rendering usual suit and service at the Courts Leet and Courts Baron to be held within the Manor or
reputed Manor of Belfast, as often as he or they shall be duly summoned to attend the same, and paying for
every Head Tenant of the Premises, fourpence and for every undertenant, two pence sterling in the name of the
Head Money or Leet Silver at every Court Leet to be held with the same, and the said Alexander Cosgrave
for himself, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns, doth covenant and grant to and with the said George
Augustus Marquis of Donegall, his Heirs and Assigns in the manner and form following, that is to say that
he the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns, shall and will at all times
hereafter during the continuance of the said term, pay or cause to be paid, the said several yearly rents herein
before reserved and made payable at the respective days and times herein before mentioned, and so as the same
shall become due and payable, and shall and will pay and perform all other payments and services herein
before reserved and made payable according to the several reservations aforesaid, and the true intent and
meaning of these said presents, and if any of the yearly rents shall happen to be behind or unpaid in the whole
or in part, by the space of twenty one days next after any of the said days or times on which the same are
reserved and made payable as aforesaid, or the other payments, reservations and services herein before made
payable and reserved as aforesaid be not paid and performed accordingly, that then and so often as it shall so
happen, it shall and may be lawful for the said Marquis and all other persons who shall for the time being be
entitled to the Freehold and Inheritance of the same premises as aforesaid, to enter into and upon the said
demised premises or any part thereof, and distrain for the same and the distress and distresses there found, to
dispose of according to law until the said several yearly rents and all arrears thereof and the costs and charges
of making and disposing of such distresses, be fully paid and satisfied, and until the said other payments,
reservations and services shall be fully paid and performed or full satisfaction made for the same. AND
further that the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns and his and their under
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tenants and cotters inhabiting the said demised premises shall from time to time and at all times during the
continuance of the said term, grind all such malt, corn or other grain as shall be expended on the said demised
premises or that he or they shall grind or bruise for sale at such mill or mills not exceeding three miles distance
from its place of growth as the said Marquis or such other person or persons so entitled to the immediate
reversion of the same premises as aforesaid shall at any time or times during the continuance of the said term
by writing or writings under his or their hand or hands appoint and in default of and until such appointment at
the next adjacent mill of or belonging to the said Marquis, his Heirs and Assigns, within the said manor and
there pay the accustomed toll for grinding the same or in default thereof shall pay unto the said Marquis or
such other person or persons so entitled to such reversion as aforesaid the sum of ten shillings sterling for every
barrel of grain which shall be ground at any other mill and so in proportion for a greater or less quantity to be
levied and recovered by distress or otherwise in such manner as the rents herein before reserved are or shall be
recoverable. AND further, that the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators, and Assigns,
shall not nor will at any time during the continuance of said term reserve or demand any duty or day work to be
done or performed by any of his or their lessees or under tenants of the premises hereby demised or any part
thereof or demise the same premises or any part thereof to be held in rundale or permit the same to be so held
under pain of forfeiture of this present lease. AND the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors,
Administrators and Assigns doth further covenant, promise and agree to and with the said Marquis, his Heirs
and Assigns that the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns shall and will at
the request of the proprietors, tenants or occupiers of the lands adjoining to the said demised premises, join
with the person or persons so requesting the same in making sufficient fences or ditches between the said
premises hereby demised and the lands of such tenants or other person or persons so requiring the same to be
made as aforesaid and also contribute to and pay one half of the expenses attending the making the same as
aforesaid. AND further that he the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns shall
and will yearly and every year during the continuance of this demise at his and their own costs and charges
make or cause to be made upon such part of the said premises as is not already divide by fences into parks or
enclosures containing not more than ten acres plantation measure (except on rocky mountain) twelve perches of a
good single earth ditch in straight lines with a grip or trench on one side six feet wide at the top two feet wide
at the bottom and five feet deep below the surface of the ground and plant or sow the same with white-thorn or
crab-tree quicks or surze, or make the like number of perches of a good stone wall in straight lines four feet
high in stone work two feet thick at the bottom and one foot thick at the top capped with sods half a foot high
above the stones until all the said premises shall be thereby divided into parks or enclosures whereof none shall
contain more than ten acres plantation measure, And also shall and will in every year plant and preserve in
growth three trees of oak ash or elm at the distance of twenty feet asunder along the ditches or walls so to be
made as aforesaid and fence and preserve the same from cattle as often as any of the trees so to be planted as
aforesaid shall happen to die, decay or be destroyed and will plant others in the place or stead thereof or in
default thereof shall and will pay for every perch of ditching, walling and fencing which shall not be made,
quicked, surzed or sodded as aforesaid from the respective times the same ought to be made, two pence sterling
yearly, also for every tree which shall be so unplanted or unpreserved twelve pence sterling at every five years
end during the continuance of this demise to be levied and recovered in like manner as the rent herein before
reserved is or may be recoverable, And also shall and will at all times hereafter keep open for passengers,
horses and carts and carriages, all roads, ways, paths and passages now leading through the same premises
and also permit new roads, ways and water-courses to be made in and through the same or in default of doing
and performing any of the particulars aforesaid it shall and may be lawful for the said Marquis and all other
persons who for the time being shall be entitled to the immediate reversion of the said demised premises and his
and their agents and servants with workmen, horses and carriages from time to time and at all times hereafter
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to enter upon the said premises and there to cut down and remove all obstructions in or upon such roads, paths
or passages and to make such new roads as aforesaid as also to raise and levy by sale and the like distresses
and sale as aforesaid all such costs and charges as shall be occasioned by the removing of such obstructions as
aforesaid and the costs of such distresses, And further that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said
Marquis and his Assigns and all and every other person or persons who for the time being shall be entitled to
the reversion of the said demised premises as aforesaid and his and their servants, tenants and workmen
authorized by writing under the hand or hands of the said Marquis and his Assigns or of such other person so
entitled to such reversion as aforesaid at all times during the continuance of this demise to bore search for and
dig and carry away bog-timber, mines, minerals, marble, coals, marl, building stone, lime stone and slate in
and from any part of the said demised premises (except dwelling houses, outhouses or the gardens, courts and
yards thereto belonging) and likewise to cut, bark, strip, cord, coal, work up and carry away all timber and
trees excepted out of this demise (except such as shall be hereafter planted by the said Alexander Cosgrave, his
Executors, Administrators or Assigns) and likewise to lay out, make and cut new roads, ditches, drains,
dams and water-courses, in and through the said demised premises or part thereof, to or from the adjacent
land and tenements and also to amend, repair, scour and cleanse the same from time to time as often as he or
they shall think fit, making or allowing unto the said Alexander Cosgrave his Executors, Administrators or
Assigns reasonable amends and satisfaction for the damage that shall be done to the soil thereby, AND further
that the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns or his or their lessees or under
tenants of the said demised premises or any part thereof shall not nor will at any time or times hereafter during
the continuance of the said term, alter, divert or obstruct the course of any river, brook, stream or current of
water, or otherwise prevent the same from running into, through over or from the said demised premises or any
part thereof to or from any other lands or tenements or any mill, mill-dam or bleach green whatsoever of or
belonging to the said Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns or his or their lessees or under tenants nor shall or will
pull down, remove, injure any wears, dams, banks or stanks now belonging or which hereafter belong to any
such river, streams or waters as aforesaid nor shall or will do any act, matter or thing whereby or by any
means whereof the said rivers, brooks, springs, streams or waters shall be rendered useless or detrimental to or
otherwise unfit for the use or service of any mill or bleach-green of or belonging to the said Marquis, his Heirs
or Assigns or for any other purposes which the said Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns shall think fit to apply the
same to without the consent of the said Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns first had or obtained in writing under
his or their hand or hands under pain of forfeiture of this present lease AND further that he the said
Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns shall and will at all times during the
continuance of the said term will and sufficiently repair, uphold, support, maintain and keep all and singular
the houses, buildings, fences and other improvements already built and made or which shall hereafter be built
and made on the said demised premises in good substantial order, condition and repair and the same so well
and sufficiently repaired shall and will surrender and yield up at the end or sooner determination of this demise
provided always and these presents are upon this express condition nevertheless that if the said yearly rents or
other sums herein before reserved and which shall become due and payable or any or either of them shall not be
paid at the days and times herein before limited and appointed for payment thereof according to the several
reservations aforesaid it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Marquis and such other person or persons
as shall be so entitled to the freehold and inheritance of the said premises as aforesaid into and upon the said
demised premises or any part thereof in the name of the whole to re-enter and the same to have again,
repossess and enjoy as in his and their former estate any thing herein contained to the contrary not withstanding
AND the said Marquis doth hereby for himself, his Heirs, Executors, Administrators, and Assigns,
covenant, promise and agree to and with the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and
assigns, that he the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors and Assigns paying and performing the several
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yearly rents and sums of money, covenants, conditions and agreements on his and their parts to be paid, done,
performed and kept as aforesaid shall and may peaceably and quietly have, hold, occupy, possess and enjoy
the said demised premises and every part thereof during the continuance of this demise without any lawful let,
suit, trouble, denial, eviction or interruption of or by the said Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns or any other
person or persons lawfully claiming or to claim by under or in trust for him or them AND further that it shall
be lawful for the said Alexander Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators and Assigns, and his and their
under tenants at all times hereafter during the continuance of this demise to dig and raise marl and lime stone
and also turf for firing on the premises to be laid out, used and consumed thereon but not otherwise AND that
the said Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns shall not during the continuance of this demise cut down any timber,
trees, wood or underwood on the said premises that shall hereafter be planted hereon by the said Alexander
Cosgrave, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns AND further that the said Alexander Cosgrave, his
Executors, Administrators and Assigns and his and their under tenants of the premises shall during the
continuance of this demise be allowed to cut and take upon the premises by the appointment of the said
Marquis, his Heirs or Assigns or his or their agent for the time being and not otherwise, timber or underwood
sufficient for repairing the said building and the several purposes of husbandry to be used upon the premises
only if so much can be had thereon IN WITNESS whereof the said parties have hereunto interchangeably set
their hands and seals the day and year first above written ====
Attached to this lease in 1800 was a sketch showing the property orientation, bordering
properties and townland boundaries. This showed that the parcel of land occupied by the
Cosgrave family, was bordered on the west by the townland of Lower Malone, on the
north by the lands of Donald McNeal, and on the south and east by the lands of John
Campbell. A tracing of this sketch has been reproduced below:

By comparing the sketch attached to the lease of 1800 with the oldest available Ordnance
Survey map (1831)v, the location of the property can be identified. The property was
situated on the East side of the Old Road to Lisburn, north of Stockman’s Lane. Due to
the shape of the townlands, this is the only area within Upper Malone where a property
lies southeast of the Lower Malone boundary with Upper Malone. The Ordnance Survey
map has been reproduced on the next page:
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This location was later confirmed by reference to a mapvi of the Antrim Estates of the
most noble, The Marquis of Donegal. Over the years, the names of the roads have
changed. The Old Road to Lisburn is now Malone Road, and the section of Stockman’s
Lane adjoining Malone Road is now Balmoral Avenue. Ironically, the Cosgrave family
property was just around the corner from the location of the Public Record Office of
Northern Ireland, when I visited Belfast in 1996. i.e. On the East side of Malone Road,
between Balmoral Avenue and Stranmillis Road, in the vicinity of Newforge Lane and
Deramore Park, as shown on the more modern map shown belowvii:
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The 1st Marquis of Donnegal died in 1799, and was succeeded by his son George
Augustus, Lord Belfast, the 2nd Marquis of Donegall, who had accumulated huge
gambling debts. The 2nd Marquis of Donegall continued to have financial problems, and
in 1822 an elaborate new settlement was made of the vast estates. Two thirds of his land
was leased ‘in perpetuity’ with rents fixed for all timeviii. On 23 December, 1828, the
lease on the 14 acres and 30 perches in Upper Malone was renewed to Thomas Cosgrave
in perpetuity at an annual rent of 12 pounds, nine shillings and three pence, with a fee of
one pound and five shillings at the fall of each of three livesix. i.e. Alexander Cosgrave,
James Cosgrave and Sayers Bamford. Who were these three named people, at whose
death the fee was payable? It is likely that the named people were the lessee’s young
sons, Alexander and James (born 1820), and a friend of very young age who was
expected to live for many years. A Sayers Bamford, born circa 1824, died on 6 July
1886, is buried in the grounds of the Dunmurry church (see the later chapter on Religion),
and is likely the third named “life”. This lease read as follows (the original lease contains
no punctuation, question marks indicate words that were not legible on the original
document):
564494
) To the Register appointed by act of Parliament for registering Deeds,
Donegall
) Wills, etc.
To
)
Memorial of an Indenture of Lease bearing date the first day
Cosgrave
) of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty
Regd. ½ past
) eight and made between the most Honourable George Augustus Marquis
3 of 23 of
) of Donegall of the one part and Thomas Cosgrave of Upper Malone in
Decr.
) the County of Antrim farmer of the other part. Whereby the said George
1828
) Augustus Marquis of Donegall did ????? grant set and ????? let release
and ????? unto the said Thomas Cosgrave for his actual possession this being by virtue of a lease for a year
therein ????? and to his heirs and assigns all that farm with the several fields pieces or parcels of land or
ground to the same belonging counting by estimation fourteen acres and thirty perches plantation measure or
thereabouts be the same more or less situate lying and being in Upper Malone as now in the possession of the
said Thomas Cosgrave and his undertennants and as formerly demised to Alexander Cosgrave as therein ?????
together with all houses ????? and buildings thereon erected or thereafter to be erected and built thereon all which
said premises are situate lying and being in the Parish of Belfast Barony of Belfast and County of Antrim to
hold to the said Thomas Cosgrave his heirs and assigns / except as herein excepted / for and during the life
and lives of Alexr Cosgrave James Cosgrave and Sayers Bamford of Malone for and during such further to
the life and lives as should forever thereafter be ?????thereto by virtue of the C???? for perpetual renewal in the
????? ????? ????? and subject to the yearly rent of twelve pounds nine shillings and threepence due and a sum of
one pound five shillings at the fall of each life which said lease and this memorial as to the ????? thereof by the
said G. A. Marquis of Donegall are witnessed by Joseph MacArtney of Belfast in the County of Antrim
Attorney at Law and John McConnell his clerk
Donegall seal signed sealed and delivered in presence of Joseph MacArtney John McConnell The above named
John McConnell ????? ????? oath saith that he is a subscribing witness to the ????? of lease of which the above
writing is a memorial and also to the above memorial and saith that the saw the said lease and the memorial
were duly executed by the above named G. A. Marquis of Donegall saith that he saw the said lease also
executed by the above named and Deponent saith that the name of John McConnell signed and sealed as a
witness to the lease and this memorial is Deponents proper name ????? John McConnell sworn before me at
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Belfast in the Couty of Antrim this sixth day of December 1828 a Commissioner for taking affidavits in this
county and I know the Deponent John Wallace {lease ends}
The occupiers of land were required to pay a tithe to the established church, that being
the Church of Ireland. The Tithe Applotments for Malone in 1834 show Thomas
Cosgrave paying tithes of one pound, six shillings and three pence to the rector, and 15
shillings and nine pence to the vicarx.
The first complete valuation of all the land in Ireland was carried out by Richard Griffith
in the mid eighteen hundreds. Griffith’s Valuation of Malone was undertaken in 1861,
and there are no Cosgraves identified as occupying land in Malone at that timexi. Thomas
Cosgrave died in 1854 and the land, if it had not already been sold, passed to his children,
but all must have sold their portion prior to Griffith’s Valuation in 1861 (see later chapter
on wills).
Living on a 14 acre farm, with a perpetual lease, Thomas Cosgrave was obviously not a
poor man, but houses of the time, for such a farmer, were frugal by today’s standards.
The house itself probably consisted of two rooms, with a total area about 30 ft. by 15 ft.,
of whitewashed stone construction, and with a thatched roof. Only a quarter of the farm
houses in the area had slate roofs in 1837, and only one in seven was two stories highxii.
The two rooms would be a kitchen and a bedroom. There may have been a loft above the
kitchen to provide additional sleeping space for the children. The house would likely
have looked similar to the house shown in the photo belowxiii:
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Newspapers
The Belfast News-Letter, which began publication in Belfast in 1737 and continues in
business until this day, has good claim to being the oldest continually-published Englishlanguage newspaper. The Belfast News-Letter was published thrice-weekly during the
18th century, in issues of four pages each. During its time, the News-Letter was seldom
equalled in the breadth and quality of its coverage of local and international events. Not
all of the newspapers are still available, in fact, only about one-quarter of the newspapers
for the years from 1737 to 1750 have survived, although the run of newspapers is nearly
complete from 1750 through 1800. The Belfast News-Letter has been indexed from 1737
to 1858, with the index from 1737 to 1800 being available onlinexiv, and the index for the
remaining years being available at the Linenhall Library in Belfastxv. In the online index,
every significant word and date in the 20,000 surviving pages of the newspaper was
indexed. The final database of information contains nearly 300,000 items of news and
advertisements.
Several entries relating to the Cosgraves of Malone have been identified in the indexes to
the Belfast News-Letter, although none have been viewed in their entirety. The
following were found in the online index:
1791 - Alexander Crosgrave is mentioned in an article about property crime
1792 - Alexander Crosgrave is mentioned in an article about the Malone School House
1798 - Daniel Cosgrave in mentioned in an article on land leases
1798 - Alexander Crossgrave and Thomas Crossgrave are mentioned in an article about
the United Irishmen Organization
1798 - Alexander Crossgrave found a mare on Malone Road
1799 - James Cosgrave is mentioned in an article regarding a robbery
1799 - Alexander Crossgrave is mentioned in an advertisement regarding a stray cow in
Malone
The following were found in a search of the index at the Linenhall Library, Belfastxvi:
Grace, eldest daughter of Thomas Cosgrave, Malone, married 29-Jun-1824
Margaret, 4th daughter of Thomas Cosgrave, Malone, married 26-Dec-1829
Mary, youngest daughter of Thomas Cosgrave, Malone, married Joseph Anderson of
Cullentree Place, 09-Oct-1835
Grace, eldest daughter of Thomas Cosgrave, Malone, married George Wood of
Woodville, 23-Nov-1838
Marriage - On 16th November, 1847, in the Meeting House, Dunmurry, James S.
Cosgrave Esq., surgeon, Malone, to Anna 4th daughter of John O'Neill Esq., merchant,
Belfast
To Doctor Cosgrave, Ballylesson, a son b. 28th March, 1851
Thomas Cosgrave, Malone, died aged 85, 24-Oct-1854. Remains to be removed for
interment in Drum Burying-ground on Thursday, the 25 inst, at 12 o'clock
Margaret Cosgrave, Malone, relict of the late Thomas, aged 82, d. 09-Oct-1857
Several of these entries confirm information obtained from other sources (see chapters on
Religion and Wills), while others are fresh information that could likely lead to other
sources of information, and will be explored in the coming years.
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In addition, the British Newspaper Archive websitexvii includes digitized copies of almost
complete sets (there are some gaps) of several post-1800 Irish newspapers. This
wonderful resource unearthed a series of articles regarding an 1854 case in the Court of
Chancery, relating to James Steele Cosgrave’s challenge to the administration of the
estate of his maternal grandfather, James Steele, and several other articles regarding the
Cosgrave family.
The Court of Chancery case was well documented in the media of the day, with articles
appearing in at least 5 newspapers, detailing the progress of the case –
 Banner of Ulster; 28 March 1854; page 1 & 2
 Belfast Chronicle; 27 March 1854; page 2
 Belfast Mercury; 27 March 1854; page 3
 Belfast News-Letter; 27 March 1854; page 1 &2
 Northern Whig; 28 March 1854; page 1
The salient details of the Chancery case were as follows –
James Steele farmed approximately 100 acres near Dunmurry, SW of Belfast, comprised
of a hill farm, of poor quality, and a lowland farm of much better quality. Here he kept
cows and a few pigs, and grew crops, primarily oats. James Steele died on October 8th
1823.
It appears that James Steele had at least 7 children, 3 sons and 4 daughters, one of whom
was my 3rd Great Grandmother, Margaret Cosgrave (nee Steele). In his will, dated 5
May 1823, James Steele directed that a legacy of 150 pounds be paid to his daughter
Elizabeth Stevenson, and that his son, Matthew Steele, was to receive the income from the
remaining estate. Upon Matthew’s death, legacies of 100 pounds each were to be paid to
James Cosgrave (grandson of James Steele), and to Robert Steele and Thomas Steele
(believed to be sons of James Steele). The residue of the estate was to be split equally
between the daughters and grandchildren of James Steele, a total of 30 persons. The
executor of the estate was Alexander Finlay, son in law of James Steele, who had a
daughter (name unknown) by James Steele’s daughter, and at least two sons, John and
Robert Finlay, by a second wife.
Matthew Steele died in March 1844, at which point Alexander Finlay paid the 3
remaining legacies, and made an initial payment of 10 pounds to each of the 30
beneficiaries of the residual estate, including 90 pounds paid to Thomas Cosgrave (10
pounds for his wife, Margaret, and 10 pounds for each of his 8 children). A second
payment of 7 pounds, 17 shillings and 4 pence was paid to the 30 beneficiaries in August
1844. One beneficiary, William Stevenson (son of Elizabeth Stevenson named above),
was not paid as he was out of the country, and the money could not be safely transferred,
so was held for him to claim.
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Alexander Finlay died on 9 March 1851, and his son, John Finlay, as his executor,
became the acting executor of the estate of James Steele.
In 1852, Elizabeth Stevenson (nee Steele) wrote from New York to ask if her son, William
Stevenson, had received his share of the estate of James Steele. This prompted James
Steele Cosgrave to seek a copy of the will of James Steele, which he claimed to have not
previously seen, and to question the administration of the estate of James Steele.
After unsuccessfully seeking information directly from John Finlay regarding the
administration of the estate of James Steele, James Steele Cosgrave sued John Finlay, as
the acting executor of the estate of James Steele, making two claims –
 That the inventory of the estate of James Steele, as documented by Alexander
Finlay, was incomplete, effectively claiming that Alexander Finlay had kept
significant livestock and crops for himself, to the detriment of all beneficiaries of
the estate.
 That he, James Steele Cosgrave, had not received his share of the residual estate,
although he acknowledged receipt of the 100 pound legacy.
James Steele Cosgrave was represented by Ross Moore Q.C., and John Finlay was
represented by Mr. Joy Q.C.
Rev. Dr. Montgomery, minister of the Dunmurry Unitarian church, testified that he tried
to convince James Steele Cosgrave to not proceed with the suit, as, even if he won, his
costs would be greater than the amount that he would receive from the defendant, but to
no avail. James Steele Cosgrave believed that he had been wronged and was willing to
go to jail if he had to.
The first claim in James Steele Cosgrave’s suit relied heavily on the evidence of William
M’Connell, who had worked on the farm of James Steele prior to, and after, the death of
James Steele, and who stated that there were 27 or 28 cows on the farm at the time of
James Steele’s death, and a substantial quantity of hay and oats.
The second claim relied on the evidence of James Steele Cosgrave himself, who stated
that when he received his legacy of 100 pounds, his father was also given 90 pounds, and
that he, James Steele Cosgrave, was told by Alexander Finlay at that time, that he had no
further claim, which he did not discover was incorrect, until he saw the will of James
Steele in 1852.
The defence portrayed William M’Connell as an unemployed pauper, whose memory of
the events could not be relied upon. They also called the purchaser of the property to
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give evidence of how many cattle the farm could support (less than claimed by
M’Connell), and questioned why, as Thomas Cosgrave was too ill to appear in court, his
wife, Margaret Steele, did not appear as she had always had a copy of the will, was on
the farm at the time her father died, and so should know first-hand what transpired. The
icing on the cake was that they produced the inventory books deposited at the Stamp
Office by Alexander Finlay, and the receipt from the auctioneer, which collectively
suggested that Alexander Finlay had faithfully executed his responsibilities as executor.
John Finlay explained that Thomas Cosgrave received the residual amount for his wife
and all 8 of his children (90 pounds + 64 pounds, 19 shillings), including James Steele
Cosgrave’s share, and even if James did not directly receive the money, he received the
benefit of the money, as his parents had paid his lodging in Belfast and the cost of his
medical schooling.
The jury took only a half hour to find in favour of the defendant, and James Steele
Cosgrave was later ordered to pay court costs of 154 pounds.
It appears that around the time of his brother’s (Alexander) death, James Steele Cosgrave
moved back onto the family farm in Malone, as the Belfast Mercuryxviii of 16 March 1858
reported an action of ejectment brought by James Anderson against his brother in law,
James Steele Cosgrave, to recover possession of a farm land at Malone, but James Steele
Cosgrave consented to vacate the property, avoiding a trial.
James Anderson then proceeded with the sale of the farm at Malone, as a notice in the
Belfast Mercuryxix of 27 October 1858, offered “Cosgrave’s Farm” at Malone for sale,
identifying it as “Building Ground”. The farm fell victim to the suburban sprawl of the
City of Belfast, and was subdivided for housing.
A notice published in the Northern Whigxx of 18 July 1860, by James Anderson, stated
that the 14 acre property at Malone had been sold to Henry Russell of Belfast, a solicitor,
and asking anybody who objected to the sale to come forward.
A further notice, published in the Belfast News-Letterxxi of 5 March 1862, identified
James Cosgrave as an insolvent, and called for creditors of the late Thomas Cosgrave of
Malone to identify their claims on the estate.
The Evening Freemanxxii of 4 September 1863, gave notice of a meeting of the creditors
of James Cosgrave to be held in Dublin on October 10th to review the accounts and to
make a first and final dividend.
The Belfast News-Letter identified that on December 7th 1891, James Anderson was back
in the Court of Chanceryxxiii battling with Robert Thompson, a great grandson of Thomas
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Cosgrave, through Eliza Cosgrave, wife of James McCreight, regarding the estate of
Thomas Cosgrave. Robert argued that as Olivia Livingston died without issue, then her
share of her father’s estate was now available for redistribution to the other beneficiaries
of the estate, and as his mother and grandmother (Eliza Cosgrave) were also both now
dead, he (and his brothers and sisters) should receive his grandmother’s share of the
estate. The case required a ruling on whether the word “issue” as used in the will of
Thomas Cosgrave, meant children, or, children & grandchildren of children. The court
found against Robert Thompson, ruling that “issue” in Thomas Cosgrave’s will referred
only to his children, and not to their children and grandchildren.
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Religion
Belfast had been a predominently English settlement until the Plantation of Ulster in the
17th century, with the Church of Ireland being the main religious denomination in the
area. The Plantation created a large increase in Scottish Presbyterians, but even as late as
1707 there were only 7 Catholics living in Belfastxxiv. The first Catholic church in
Belfast was built in 1784 with assistance from subscriptions by local Protestants, at which
time there were 1092 Catholics in Belfastxxv. By 1835 Belfast’s 22,078 Catholics
accounted for 32% of the local population, with Presbyterians accounting for 39% and
Protestants 29%xxvi. This rapid increase in the Catholic population saw the beginning of
the deterioration of the previously harmonious relations between Protestants and
Catholics in the town of Belfast.
In the early 18th century, several of Belfast’s Presbyterian congregations left the Synod
of Ulster to form the “Non-Subscribing Presbyterian” church. The Non-Subscribers
refused to subscribe to any man-made profession of faith, and were also known as
Unitariansxxvii.
One such congregation was in Dunmurry in the parish of Drumbeg. Dunmurry is about
3 miles north of Lisburn, on the old road leading to Belfast, and about 2.5 miles from the
Cosgrave family’s farm in Malone. The congregation began in 1686, and the meeting
house, which was rebuilt in 1799, is still in use today, as can be seen in this photograph:
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It was in this church that James Steele Cosgrave, of Malone (the son of Thomas
Cosgrave) married Anna O’Neill of Belfast, on November 16th, 1847. The marriage
certificate is reproduced belowxxviii:

The records of the Dunmurry Unitarian congregation have long since disappeared, with a
few exceptions:
1.
The Ordnance Survey Memoirs
2.
The tombstones in the Burial Ground were transcribed for the years 1781 to 1954.
3.
Portions of an old record book dating from the start of the nineteenth century

Ordinance Survey Memoirs
In 1824, the English Prime Minister authorized the surveying of all Irish townlands, with
maps produced on a scale of 6 inches to the mile. In addition to the maps, Memoirs were
written, that provided written descriptions of the townlands to accompany the mapsxxix.
The Ordnance Survey for the Parish of Drumbeg, which includes the townland of
Dunmurry, was undertaken in November, 1837, the Ordnance Survey Memoirs included
a list of all Christian names and surnames that were visible on the tombstones and
headstones in the church Burial Ground.
There is no mention of any Cosgraves or Steeles in the Ordnance Survey Memoirs for
Drumbeg, but surnames that are mentioned are:
Bamford (perhaps a relative of the Sayers Bamford who is mentioned in the Cosgrave
lease in 1828)
Anderson (perhaps a relative of Thomas Cosgrave’s son-in-law - James Anderson).
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Tombstone Inscriptions
There is no recorded burial of any Cosgraves or Steeles in the Dunmurry Burial Ground,
but three entries were worthy of note, and appear to correspond with surnames identified
in the Ordnance Survey Memoirsxxx:
1. Sayers Bamford, 6 July 1886, age 62 years, son of Jane Bamford who died at 50
years, 6 May 1827 (note – likely the Sayers Bamford who is mentioned in the
Cosgrave lease in 1828)
2. Sayers Bamford, 24 March 1864, age 6 months, son of Sayers and Letitia Bamford
3. Samuel Anderson, of Dunmurry

The Old Record Book
The old record book provides details of the Kirk Sessions during part of 1807, and
baptisms from 1807 to 1812, and 1815 to 1817xxxi. The baptisms include two children of
Thomas Cosgrave:
1.
Born March 19th, 1808, Margaret, daughter of Thomas Crosgrave of Malone
2.
Born April 1st, 1811, Lucy, daughter of Thos Crosgrave of Malone
The old record book also includes several mentions of Thomas Cosgrave and James
Steele:
1.
James Steele was appointed to the committee in 1807.
2.
Thomas Crosgrave was one of 22 members who invited the Rev. Andrew
Malcolm to become their minister.
3.
Thomas Crossgrave was one of 10 members appointed to the committee in 1807.
4.
On August 2nd, 1807, James Steele was appointed to attend a meeting of
Presbytery at Dundonald, the following Tuesday.
5.
On January 31st, 1808, Thomas Crossgrave was appointed to attend a meeting of
Presbytery at Belfast, the following Tuesday.
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Education
Around 1666 the 1st Earl of Donegall established a school in Ann Street, Belfastxxxii.
Other schools were established and by 1754 the Earl had several schools for providing
education to the local inhabitants.
The Presbyterian community built the Belfast Academy in 1786 to provide a liberal
education to the sons of gentlemen who could not conveniently send them to collegexxxiii,
and in 1814 the Belfast Academical Institution was established to provide education to
the middle and lower classes of society, and to make provision for the education of both
sexesxxxiv.
The records of the Belfast Academical Institutionxxxv show that James Cosgrave, son of
Thomas Cosgrave of Malone “commenced arithmetic in November 1837 and left-off in
February 1838”.
In 1837 the Dunmurry national school was providing education to 40 males and 22
females, of which 10 were Protestants, 16 Presbyterian, 6 Catholics, and 30 of other
denominationsxxxvi.
In 1844, James Steele Cosgrave enrolled at the Belfast Medical School, from which he
graduated in April 1846 with a Diploma in Midwifery and Diseases of Women and
Childrenxxxvii. He setup as a Surgeon in nearby Holywood, County Down, in 1847, the
year that he married Anna O’Neill.
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Wills
All Irish wills probated up until 1858 were stored at the Four Courts Building in Dublin,
and almost all were destroyed during the fire associated with the civil war in 1922. The
only exceptions, fortunately, are the will books for the Diocese of Down and Connor, the
Diocese that includes Malone. The indexes to wills in the Diocese of Connorxxxviii
indicate two Cosgrave wills of interest, and both of these wills have been located:
 Cosgrave, Thomas, of Malone, probated in 1855
 Cosgrave, Alexander, of Malone, probated in 1858
The Irish Wills Index (1838-1845)xxxix indicates that when the will was probated in 1855,
the Executor of the will of Thomas Cosgrave was James Anderson of Belfast.
The will of Thomas Cosgravexl was written on 11 October 1852. At this time two
executors were named - "sons-in-law James McCreight and James Anderson". This
document identifies the name of his wife - "Margaret Cosgrave, otherwise Steele", and
the names of his children living at that time Alexander Cosgrave
James Steele Cosgrave
Grace Woods
Eliza McCreight
Isabella Campbell
Margaret Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Olivia Cosgrave
This will left his estate to his wife, Margaret, with specific bequests of 160 pounds to
each son, and 40 pounds to each daughter. On the death of his wife, the estate was to be
divided into eight equal shares for his children.
However, a codicil was later added to this will, revoking the bequest of 160 pounds to
James Steele Cosgrave, and a bequest of 1 shilling granted instead. The timing of this
codicil suggests that Thomas Cosgrave was not happy with his son’s action taken in the
Court of Chancery, regarding the estate of his maternal grandfather, James Steele, and so
effectively dis-inherited his son.
The will of Alexander Cosgrave, probated in 1858 (per the Wills Index) was found at the
Public Record office of Northern Ireland, and identifies that Alexander Cosgrave died on
17 October, 1857.xli In this will, Alexander made bequests to his sister Olivia, brother
James, and "...my brother's son that resides with me, Thomas Cosgrave". This confirms
that Alexander Cosgrave was the older brother of James Steele Cosgrave, and Uncle to
James’ son, Thomas).
In addition to the wills, some information relating to death and inheritance can be found
through Registered Deeds. Two deeds describe various relationships to Thomas
Cosgrave.
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The first deed, dated 19 October 1858 (10 days after the death of Margaret Cosgrave, nee
Steele, wife of Thomas Cosgrave), relates to the unsuccessful petition by James Cosgrave
regarding the estate of an Alexander Finlay and the resulting order made in the Court of
Chancery on 23 June 1854xlii which required that James Cosgrave pay costs of One
Hundred and Fifty Four pounds (full details of this case, as described in the newspapers
of the day, were provided in the earlier chapter on Newspapers). The deed identifies the
occupation and residence of James Cosgrave and that he was believed to have disposing
power over the farm originally leased to Thomas Cosgrave by the Marquis of Donegall
(see later chapter on Family Stories):
No 258
Cosgrave
To
Finlay & others

In the matter of James Cosgrave
Chancery
Petitioner
John Finlay of Lismara near
George Ashe and John Finlay executors
Belfast in the County of
Of Alexander Finlay deceased
Antrim Esquire maketh oath
Respondents
And saith First that by an
Regd. 19th October 1858
Court of Chancery Ireland Regulation Act one Order made in the Court of
20 minutes after 1 o’clock
Thousand and fifty section fifteen
Chancery in Ireland in the
Matter of James Cosgrave Petitioner, George Ashe and John Finlay executors of Alexander Finlay deceased
Respondents, Court of Chancery Ireland Regulations Act One thousand eight hundred and fifty section fifteen
bearing date twenty third day of June one thousand eight hundred and fifty four it was agreed that the petition
in said matter should stand dismissed with costs as against said petition and it was also ordered that the said
petition should pay said respondents the costs by them in said matter incurred within one fortnight after same
should have been taxed and ascertained
Second saith that the said costs have been duly certified by the proper officer of said court and amount to the
sum of one hundred and fifty four pounds and eight pence as appears by the certificate of John O’Dwyer
Esquire one of the taxing masters of this honourable court bearing date the ninth day of August one thousand
eight hundred and fifty eight and saith that the said sum of one hundred and fifty four pounds and eight pence
is now justly due and owing to the said respondents George Ashe and this deponent John Finlay as such
executors as aforesaid by the said petitioner James Cosgrave under said order of the twenty third day of June
one thousand eight hundred and fifty four
Third saith that the said James Cosgrave the petitioner in said matter and the person whose estate is intended
by this affidavit is a surgeon and that his usual and last known place of abode is in the townland of Upper
Malone Parish of Belfast Barony of Upper Belfast and County of Antrim
Fourth saith that to the best of deponents knowledge and belief the said James Cosgrave is at the time of
swearing this affidavit seized or possessed at law or in equity of or has disposing power which he may without
the assent of any other person exercise for his own benefit over all that farm tenement and premises containing by
admeasurement fourteen acres and thirty perches or thereabouts plantation in measure be the same more or less
held under a certain indenture of lease for terms renewable forever from the Marquis of Donegall to Thomas
Cosgrave since deceased and afterwards converted unto fee as deponent believes and which said farm tenement
and premises are situate in the townland of Upper Malone Barony of Upper Belfast and County of Antrim
Fifth saith that deponent is one of the respondents in said matter and that his usual and present abode is at
Lismara near Belfast in the County of Antrim and saith that deponent is a gentleman and deponent saith that
the said George Ashe is a merchant and his usual and last known place of abode is at Hollywood in the
County of Down John Finlay sworn before me at Belfast in the County of Antrim this sixteenth day of October
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one thousand eight hundred and fifty eight a Master Extraordinary of Her majesty’s High Court of Chancery
in Ireland for taking affidavits in and for said County and know the deponent
William Simons Master Extraordinary
JR & S Garrett solicitors
The second deed, dated 23 October 1858, relates to an Indenture of Debt and several
Mortgagesxliii, provides the relationship between Thomas Cosgrave, Margaret Cosgrave
(his daughter) and James Anderson (her husband), and confirms that Thomas Cosgrave
had died prior to that date:
No 53
To the Registrar appointed by Act of Parliament for Registering Dedds
Johnson
wills and so forth in Ireland
to
A Memorial of an Indenture of Assignment of Mortgage bearing date
Sinclair
And executed the twenty third day of October in the year of Our Lord
One thousand eight hundred and fifty eight made between Thomas Boyle Johnston of Belfast in the County of
Antrim Solicitor of the first part James Anderson of Belfast in the County of Antrim Builder and Margaret
Anderson otherwise Cosgrave his wife of the second part and Jane Sinclair of Hollywood in the County of
Down Spinster of the third part Reciting an Indenture of Debt bearing date the first day of May one
thousand eight hundred and thirty five and made between William Bruce Joy Newry Holmes Joy Frederick
Joy and John Holmes Joy of the one part and the said James Anderson of the other part And Reciting another
Indenture of Demise bearing date the twenty second day of October one thousand eight hundred and forty one
and made between Sir Stephen May Baronet since deceased of the one part and the said James Anderson of
the other part And Reciting that Thomas Cosgrave late of Malone in the County of Antrim Farmer deceased
the father of the said Margaret Anderson by his last will and testament devised and bequeathed a farm of
land situated at Malone aforesaid held for the term of three lives with a covenant for perpetual renewal to his
trustee therein named in trust amongst other things to sell the same and out of the proceeds of such sale to pay
the legacies therein mentioned and after payment thereof to divide the residue amongst the persons therein named
of whom Testator’s daughter the said Margaret Anderson was one And Reciting an Indenture of Mortgage
bearing date the twenty sixth day of August one thousand eight hundred and fifty six made between the said
James Anderson party hereto of the first part The said Margaret Anderson otherwise Cosgrave his wife of the
second part and the said Thomas Boyle Johnson of the other part whereby after reciting the said several
Indentures of Demise and also the devise in the will of Thomas Cosgrave deceased It was witnessed that in
consideration of the sum of Three hundred pounds sterling the said James Anderson granted and made over
unto the said Thomas Boyle Johnson his heirs executors administrators and assigns the premises demised by
said Indenture of demise of first May one thousand eight hundred {lease continues}
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The Ireland / New Zealand Link
In 1864, James Steele Cosgrave uprooted his family and set sail for a new life in New
Zealand. We don’t know why he made this decision. He had survived the famine of the
late 1840s, his father had died in 1854, and his mother had died in 1857. He had lost his
action in the Court of Chancery in 1858, been dis-inherited by his father, and declared
bankrupt in 1863xliv. He was likely trying to put all of this misery behind him and to
make a fresh start.
The New Zealand Herald of 29 October, 1864 announced the arrival of the ship Ida
Zeigler in Auckland, and provided a list of passengers. This passenger list includes:
Jas., Hannah, Thomas, Mary E., James A., Theresa, Alfred, Norman, and Olivia
Cosgrave.
James Steele Cosgrave lived in Auckland for some years and later Kaukapakapa, where
he died on the 5th of August, 1894 from influenza.
Hannah (Anna), his wife, died three days before her husband, also from influenza, and is
buried with him in the Kaukapakapa cemetery.
Thomas became a farmer, did not marry, and died of pancreatic cancer in Auckland
hospital on 31st of December, 1900. He is also buried at Kaukapakapa.
Margaret Elizabeth (Mary E. in the passenger list) died in Auckland at age 16 of
Peritinitis, on the 23rd of March, 1866.
James Alexander (my great grandfather) farmed at Upper Waiwera, married Ellen Meale
and raised 8 children. He died of a cerebral hemorrhage at the Pier Hotel in Kaikoura on
the 6th of December, 1921 and is buried in Kaikoura.
Theresa Anne married Henry Hellyer and raised 3 children. She died of breast cancer in
Auckland hospital on the 4th of April, 1922. She is buried in Wainui.
Alfred Edward worked as a gum digger. He married twice (Euphemia Spence Lamb and
Martha Warren), raised 18 children and died of heart failure at Parua Bay on the 24th of
June, 1927. He is buried at Parua Bay.
Norman was a carpenter. He married Mary Ellen Hennessy, raised 5 children and died of
cardiac failure at the Crosley Home in Epsom on the 12th of May, 1924. He is buried at
O’Neill’s Point.
Ida Olivia married William Barnes in Warkworth in 1878, and died in Auckland on 20
September 1921.
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Family Stories
Stories passed down through the generations may become distorted, but often contain
some elements of truth, so although some skepticism is required, the stories should not be
totally discounted.
This chapter deals with stories passed down from my great grandfather (James Alexander
Cosgrave) via my sister, Margaret, and from my great grandfather’s brother (Alfred
Edward Cosgrave), via my third cousin, Sean Alexander Cosgrave (aka Tiki Tangiwai),
as identified below.
Margaret identified that James Steele Cosgrave’s sister married a Catholic named
Guiness and was never spoken to again. This seems unlikely, as James Steele Cosgrave
himself married a Catholic – Anna O’Neill, whose parents married at St. Patrick’s
Catholic church in Belfast on 5 February 1804xlv. Interestingly, James Alexander
Cosgrave, son of James Steele Cosgrave, also married a Catholic (Ellen Meale), as did
his grandson, Vivian John Cosgrave, and great grandson, James Edward Cosgrave, so
marrying a Catholic does not seem to have been an issue in the family.
Similarly, Sean identified that James Steele Cosgrave was met at the wharf (when he
arrived in New Zealand) by his younger brother Lawrence Cosgrave, who was a police
sergeant in Auckland, and there was an argument because Lawrence had married a
protestant (Eliza FitzSimmons). Lawrence Cosgrave does not appear to be a brother of
James Steele Cosgrave, as he was a Catholic from County Cavan, born circa 1833, did
not die until 1906, and was not mentioned in the will of Thomas Cosgrave.
On the topic of arrival in New Zealand, Margaret identified that when James Steele
Cosgrave arrived in New Zealand, he was met by a younger brother. To date I have not
found any record of a younger brother, and there is no mention of a younger child in the
will of Thomas Cosgrave. I did however find a Samuel Cosgrave Anderson, born in
Belfast circa 1841, son of James Anderson (Builder) who arrived in Auckland, New
Zealand in July 1863. I believe that Samuel Cosgrave Anderson was a son of Margaret
Cosgrave, sister of James Steele Cosgrave, so it is quite possible that James Steele
Cosgrave was met by his first cousin. Perhaps it was this family connection that steered
James Steele Cosgrave towards New Zealand as an emigration destination.
Margaret also indicated that a cousin of James Steele Cosgrave came to New Zealand as
the doctor, on the first royal tour of New Zealand. I believe that the first royal visit to
New Zealand was the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Alfred Ernest Albert, who arrived in
Wellington on HMS Galatea on 11 April 1869, but the medical staff on this ship were
James Young M.D., William L. Powell and W.H. Symesxlvi. I also checked the crew list
of HMS Ophir which carried the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York (later King
George and Queen Mary) on their 1901 visit, but saw no readily identifiable relative of
James Steele Cosgravexlvii.
Sean identified that James Steele Cosgrave had a brother called William, and that
William had 4 children, the eldest being William jnr, who was prime minister of Ireland
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and ruled the 26 counties of Ireland from day one of the civil war to 1932. I have found
no connection between the Cosgrave family of Malone, Antrim, and the President of the
Irish Free State.
Sean also identified that James Steele Cosgrave received 150 acres of land when he
married Anna O'Neill, situated in Holywood, Belfast, that the land housed the hunting
lodge for the weekend hunts, and that the land is at present in government hands until
someone in Ireland or goes to Ireland with birth and death certificates to show that they
are descended from James Steele Cosgrave. I have found no direct evidence of this gift
of land, and the only evidence of a case in the Court of Chancery was the previously
documented case relating to the estate of his maternal grandfather, James Steele.
You will likely have noted that there were some common threads in the stories passed
down through the families of two children of James Steele Cosgrave, and perhaps other
descendants have other stories to share?
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Thomas Cosgrave and Family
In December 2016 I checked the Roots Ireland website for additional information on
Thomas Cosgrave, Margaret Steele and their children, but was disappointed that no new
information was found. I hope that additional information is uncovered and published in
the coming years, but in the meantime I will review what we have learned so far.
We know from probate records and newspaper notices that Thomas Cosgrave died 24
October 1854 at the age of 85 years, and was buried in the Drum Burial Ground. He was
therefore born circa 1769. His place of birth is not known, and we can only guess that his
father was Alexander Cosgrave, and that Alexander was in turn a son of Daniel Cosgrave,
the two earlier occupants of the 14 acre farm in Upper Malone. This would be in line
with the Irish tradition for naming the eldest son (Alexander) after the paternal
grandfather. Following the same tradition of naming the second daughter after the
paternal grandmother, Thomas’ mother would have been named Eliza.
The newspaper notice of the death of Margaret Cosgrave, nee Steele, indicates that she
died 9 October 1957 at the age of 82 years, suggesting that she was born circa 1775. The
name of her mother is not known, but if they followed the Irish tradition of naming their
eldest daughter after the maternal grandmother, then Margaret’s parents are likely to be
James and Grace Steele.
Thomas Cosgrave and Margaret Steele had at least 8 children, as 8 children are identified
in Thomas’ 1852 will: daughters - Grace Woods, Eliza McCreight, Isabella Campbell,
Margaret Anderson, Nancy Anderson and Olivia Cosgrave; and sons – Alexander and
James. Additional names have been identified in a variety of records (Mary, Lucy,
Leonna and Lavinia), so I will try and deal with those as well.
Grace Wood (nee Cosgrave), in her newspaper marriage notices, was identified as the
eldest daughter of Thomas Cosgrave of Malone, firstly in a marriage on 29 June 1824,
and secondly on her marriage to George Wood on 23 November 1838. The identity and
fate of her first husband are unknown. We know that Grace was born before 1808 and
was likely born before 1804, as her sister Margaret was the 4th daughter of Thomas
Cosgrave and she was born in 1808.
Eliza McCreight (nee Cosgrave) is the second daughter listed in the 1852 will of Thomas,
so is assumed to be his second daughter, that she was also born before 1808, and married
James McCreight before 1853.
Isabella Campbell (nee Cosgrave) is the third daughter listed in the 1852 will of Thomas,
so is assumed to be his third daughter, that she was also born before 1808, and married
Henry Campbell before 1853. The Administration Index of the Prerogative Office,
Containing Entries of Grants of Administrations, Probates of Wills, Marriage Licences,
Notary Public Faculties, &c. commencing in the Year 1595 and ending in the Year 1810,
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Vol 12 - Marriage Licence Bonds , Diocese of Down, Connor & Dromorexlviii, identifies
their marriage licence listed as Cosgrave, Isabella and Campbell, Henry, 1831.
Margaret Anderson (nee Cosgrave) was born 19 March 1808 and her newspaper marriage
notice identifies that she was the 4th daughter of Thomas Cosgrave and that she married
on 26 December 1829. Margaret’s husband, James Anderson, was the executor of the
will of Thomas Cosgrave. Known children are:
 William Anderson (born 1831)
 Thomas Cosgrave Anderson (born 1833). He emigrated to Australia and I have
been in contact with some of his descendants. The use of Cosgrave as a second
given name continued for several generations in this family.
 Samuel Cosgrave Anderson (born circa 1841). He emigrated to New Zealand
and Cosgrave was used as a second given name in his family for several
generations also.
Lucy Cosgrave is mentioned in the records of the Dunmurry Unitarian congregation as a
daughter of Thomas Crosgrave of Malone, born 1 April 1811. Lucy is not mentioned in
the will of Thomas Cosgrave, so may have died prior to 1852, but I believe that she is the
same person as the Olivia listed below.
Mary / Nancy Anderson (nee Cosgrave). A newspaper marriage announcement identifies
that Mary Cosgrave, youngest daughter of Thomas Cosgrave of Malone, married Joseph
Anderson of Cullentree Place on 9 October 1835, but no other records of Mary have been
located. The 5th daughter listed in the will of Thomas Cosgrave is Nancy Anderson and
the will does not mention a daughter named Mary Anderson. I believe that Mary and
Nancy are the same person. Perhaps the Mary in the newspaper announcement was a
typo and it should have stated Nancy.
Olivia Cosgrave is the 6th daughter listed in the will of Thomas Cosgrave, suggesting that
she was younger than her sister Nancy, or perhaps she was listed last because she was the
only unmarried daughter when Thomas made his will in 1852. The marriage notice of
her sister, Mary, identified Mary as being the youngest daughter, suggesting that Olivia
was older than Mary. The 1857 will of her brother, Alexander, also mentions Olivia, but
I have found no further record of her. I did find an 1859 marriage of a widower named
James Livingstone to a Leonna Cosgrave of Malone, daughter of Thomas Cosgrave (The
given name that I read as Leonna was read as Lavinia by the Ulster Historical
Foundation, so that is how she is listed in the Roots Ireland website marriage entry). I
did not find a probate entry for Leona / Lavinia Livingstone, but I did find a probate entry
for Olivia Livingstone, who died 13 December 1889. I searched the death index on the
Irish Genealogy website, and did not find a death entry for Olivia Livingstone, but I did
find a death entry for Levinia Livingstone, who died aged 78 years in the 4th quarter of
1889. If she was 78 years old in 1889, then she was born in 1811. This would suggest
that Olivia, Leonna, Lavinia & Levinia are all the same person. Given her birth year
(1811), it is also likely that she may be the Lucy listed above for whom no records have
been found beyond her 1811 birth record – this would make Olivia the 5th daughter of
Thomas Cosgrave, confirming Mary / Nancy’s place as the youngest daughter.
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Alexander Cosgrave is the first son listed in the 1852 will of Thomas Cosgrave, so is
likely the elder son. Alexander died on 17 October 1857 (8 days after his mother), and
his will refers to his brother (James), sister (Olivia) and nephew (Thomas), but not to a
wife, suggesting that he was not married.
James Steele Cosgrave was born 18 May 1820, married Anna O’Neil in 1847, emigrated
to Auckland, New Zealand in 1864 and died in Kaukapakapa on 5 August 1894. He is
identified variously as a surgeon, doctor and medical man, but based on information that
he gave at a New Zealand inquest in 1874 he “was possessed of a diploma in midwifery
and diseases of women and children, which he obtained from the Belfast medical faculty.
He had not brought it with him, but had it at home. He was not registered as a medical
practitioner for New Zealand"xlix. James and Anna had 7 children in Ireland before
emigrating to New Zealand. The two eldest children, Thomas (circa 1848-1900) and
Margaret Elizabeth (circa 1850-1866) died unmarried, but the other 5 married in New
Zealand, as follows –
 James Alexander Cosgrave (1851-1921) married Ellen Meale on 17 June 1878 at
Wade, and had 8 children.
 Theresa Anne Cosgrave (circa 1854-1922) married Henry Hellyer on 29 January
1880 at Auckland, and had 4 children.
 Alfred Edward Cosgrave (circa 1854-1927) married Euphemia Spence Lamb on
1 January 1876 at Wade and had 4 children. He also married Martha Warren (aka
Te Ataiti Te Hau) on 24 September 1907 at Whangaroa, and had 12 children.
 Norman Cosgrave (1859-1924) married Mary Ellen Hennessy on 23 December
1897 at Auckland, and had 5 children.
 Ida Olivia Cosgrave (circa 1859-1921) married William Barnes on 22 July 1878
at Warkworth, and had 6 children.
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Earlier History
The foregoing chapters have identified a strong paper trail back to Thomas Cosgrave,
born circa 1769 (place unknown), and a high likelihood that Thomas was a son of
Alexander Cosgrave and a grandson of Daniel Cosgrave, but we don’t have any
knowledge of the Cosgrave family before the early 1700s.
Were they part of the Irish O’Coscraigh group, but at some point in their history switched
allegiance to the protestant crown? Given that they were tenant farmers of a plantation
lord (The Earl of Donegall) and adherents to the Unitarian religion, which has Scottish
origins, I have assumed that they were likely Scottish plantation settlers, who either had a
surname similar to the Irish surname Cosgrave, or that they Irishised their surname to
Cosgrave.
To try and confirm this theory I took a 67-marker Y-DNA test through FamilyTreeDNA.
The Y-chromosome is passed down the male line from father to son, largely unchanged,
although mutations do occur from time to time. It is these mutations that create what is
termed “genetic distance” between Y-DNA samples – the genetic distance between two
samples increases by 1 with each mutation on either line of descent from a common
ancestor. The relative stability of the Y-chromosome is therefore useful in identifying
common male ancestors in ancient times.
My test result identified my high-level Y-haplogroup as R-DF21 (further testing would
likely identify that I am actually a sub-sub-subclade of R-DF21), which is extremely
common in Scotland and Ireland, and to date FamilyTreeDNA has identified 5 other men
as being close Y-DNA matches to me, but none have the surname Cosgrave, and all are a
genetic distance of at least 6 from me, suggesting that our most recent common ancestor
was at least 400 years ago. The individuals who are my closest Y-DNA matches have the
following surnames –
 McConnell
 Stewart
 Teuwen
 Moerker
 Jansen
Assuming that none of my paternal line grandmothers was playing away from home
(what the DNA industry calls a non-paternal event or NPE), my Y-DNA should be
largely shared with other males who have the Cosgrave surname, back to the point in
history where surnames were first adopted. This does not mean that I will closely match
all Cosgrave males, as not all Cosgrave males are necessarily descended from the same
individual. But I was somewhat disappointed to not match anybody with the Cosgrave
surname or some variant of it, such as Cosgrove, Cosgriff, etc.
Seeing close matches with surnames from Belgium and the Netherlands, raises another
possibility regarding the homeland of my Cosgrave ancestors in earlier generations.
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William of Orange, of the Dutch Republic, invaded Ireland in 1689 with an army of
10,000 men, and it is reasonable to assume that some of those protestant soldiers stayed
in Ireland after defeating the English at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. So perhaps one
of William’s soldiers is the forbear of our Cosgrave line?
I hope that as more men take Y-DNA tests in the future, the connection to these other
surnames will become clearer.
We know that our ancestors came out of Africa more than 100,000 years ago and when
the ice age ended about 11,500 years ago, they migrated through the Iranian Plateau and
into Eurasia. Around 5,000 years ago they spread through Europe to the Atlantic coast,
and their Y-DNA continued to mutate through the Bronze Age (R-L21) and the Iron Age
(R-DF13), before becoming R-DF21 about 2,000 years ago, speaking Gaelic and being
early Christians.
The bottom line is that we have a gap in our history between 2,000 years ago and 400
years ago, which would be nice to understand more clearly.
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Conclusion
Hopefully this article gives the reader a clearer understanding of how the Cosgrave
family of Upper Malone, County Antrim, Ireland, fits into the history of the area, but it
will leave many questions unanswered, where information has thus far been unavailable.
It shows that the same piece of land was in the Cosgrave family from 1770 to 1856, and
demonstrates that Thomas and James Steele Cosgrave attended the Dunmurry Unitarian
church.
Some of the unanswered questions are:
1. What is the relationship between Thomas (born circa 1769), and the Alexander and
Daniel Cosgrave named in land deeds as being earlier occupiers of the land in Upper
Malone?
2. What became of the other children of Thomas Cosgrave and Margaret Steele?
3. What was Daniel Cosgrave’s place of origin?
I hope that in the coming years we can discover answers to more of these questions and
create a more complete picture of the Cosgrave family of Upper Malone.
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Background Family History
In any family history research, we trace ancestry in reverse chronological order, moving
back in time from what is known. This chapter verifies my lineage by identifying the
information found and the records used, beginning with myself.
James John Cosgrave
1. Birth certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1954; folio 7178) provides names of parents
as James Edward Cosgrave, age 37, and Kathleen Veronica Sherlock, age 38. There
were no other James Cosgrave births in NZ between 1950 and 1958.
James Edward Cosgrave
1. Marriage certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1940; folio 12850) provides names of his
parents as Vivian John Cosgrave and Justina Brady. There are no other recorded
marriages of a James Cosgrave in NZ between 1934 and 1946.
2. Birth certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1917; March; folio 1008) confirms the names
of his parents. There are no other recorded births of a James Cosgrave in NZ between
1910 and 1924.
Vivian John Cosgrave
1. Marriage certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1915; folio 7755) provides the names of
his parents as James Alexander Cosgrave and Ellen Neale. There are no other
recorded marriages of a Vivian Cosgrave in NZ between 1900 and 1930.
2. Birth certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1887; June; folio 1152) confirms the names
of his parents as James Alexander Cosgrave and Ellen Meale. There are no other
recorded births of a Vivian Cosgrave in NZ between 1877 and 1897.
James Alexander Cosgrave
1. Death certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1921; December; folio 3361) provides the
names of his parents as James Steele Cosgrave and Annie O’Neill, and indicates that
his age is 71 years, born in Ireland, and has been in New Zealand for 60 years. There
are no other recorded deaths of a James Cosgrave in NZ between 1900 and 1940.
2. Marriage certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1878; folio 829) confirms the name of his
father, and indicates that he is 25 years old. There are no other recorded marriages of
a James Cosgrave in NZ prior to 1920.
3. Family bible entry on page facing Exodus XXXV 26-35 indicates that he was born on
23 March, 1851.
James Steele Cosgrave
1. Death certificate (NZ Registrar General; 1894; September; folio 1226) provides the
names of his parents as Thomas Cosgrave, farmer, and Margaret Steele, and indicates
that he was a medical man, born in Malone, living in New Zealand for 30 years, and
married at age 28 to Anna O’Neill at Ballylesson. There are no other recorded deaths
of a James Cosgrave in NZ prior to 1920.
2. Marriage Certificate (Register of Marriages in Ireland; 1847; Lisburn District; page
95) confirms that he was residing at Malone, that he and Anna O’Neill were married
on November 16th, 1847, and that his father was Thomas Cosgrave, a farmer.
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3. Family bible entry on page facing Exodus XXXV 26-35 indicates that he was born on
18th May 1820.
Thomas Cosgrave
1. Name, occupation and place of residence were obtained from the marriage certificate
of his son, James Steele Cosgrave.
2. Death notice in the Belfast Newsletter indicated that he died on 24th October 1854,
aged 85 years.
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Charts
These charts are intended to provide an outline of the families of each of my Cosgrave
ancestors, and do not represent all information available on the individual. Greater detail
can be provided.
Daniel Cosgrave

Alexander Cosgrave

Thomas Cosgrave
c 1769 - 1854
married
Margaret Steele

Grace

Isabella

married 1838
George Wood

married c 1831
Henry Campbell
Eliza

married
James McCreight

Lucy
b. 1811
(possibly the same
person as Olivia)

Nancy / Mary

Margaret
b. 1808
married 1829
James Anderson

Margaret Elizabeth
b. circa 1850
d. 23 Mar 1866
Auckland

James Alexander
b. 23 Mar 1851
m. 17 Jun 1878
d. 6 Dec 1921

Annie Elizabeth
b. 23 Aug 1880
m. 27 Dec 1902
d. 20 Feb 1942

Alexander
d. 1857

Anna O'Neill
m. 26 Nov 1847
at Ballylesson

Theresa Anne
b. circa 1854
m. 1880
d. 4 Apr 1922

James Alexander Cosgrave
b. 23 Mar 1851 Malone
d. 6 Dec 1921 Kaikoura

Sydney James
b. 9 Feb 1879
m. 21 Jul 1906
d. 23 Mar 1963

James Steele
1820-1894
married 1847
Anna O'Neill

married 1835
Joseph Anderson

James Steele Cosgrave
b. 18 May 1820 Malone
d. 5 Aug 1894
Kaukapakapa, NZ

Thomas
b. circa 1848
d. 31 Dec 1900
Auckland

Olivia / Leonna / Levinia
1811-1889
married 1859
James Livingstone

Ellen Olivia
b. 22 Jun 1882
m. 1910
d. 1964

Alfred Edward
b. circa 1854
m1. 1 Jan 1876
d. 24 Jun 1927

Ellen Meale
m. 17 Jun 1878
at Wade

Vivian John
b. 1 May 1887
m. 10 Nov 1915
d. 16 Oct 1969
Edith Steele
b. 14 Dec 1884
m. 13 Jan 1904
d. 23 Jan 1984

Percy
b. 17 Nov 1891
m. 17 Oct 1918
d. 25 Sep 1964
George Edward
b. 22 Aug 1889
d. 5 Nov 1916
France

36

Norman
b. 15 Jul 1859
m. 23 Dec 1897
d. 12 May 1924

James Steele
b. 16 Jul 1894
d. 4 Oct 1917
Belgium

Ida Olivia
b. circa 1859
m. 22 Jul 1878
d. 20 Sep 1921

Vivian John Cosgrave
b. 1 May 1887 Waiwera
d. 16 Oct 1969 Wellington

James Edward
b. 9 Jan 1917
m. 3 Sep 1940
Kathleen Sherlock
d. 30 Jun 1988

George Steele
b. 24 Mar 1919
Wellington
d. 23 Jul 1987
Auckland

Noeline Catherine
b. 31 Dec 1920
Wellington
d. 28 Sep 2015
Wellington

James Edward Cosgrave
b. 9 Jan 1917 Wellington
d. 30 Jun 1988
Palmerston North

Margaret Ann

Justine Ursula Brady
m. 2 May 1915
at Howick

Vivian John
b. 20 Jan 1923
m. 1951
Audrey June Martyn
d. 11 Apr 2007

Henry Timothy
b. 4 May 1924
m. 1947
Kathleen Marjorie Jury
d. 25 Apr 1987

Kathleen Veronica Sherlock
m. 3 Sep 1940
at Palmerston North

Vivienne Mary
b. 5 Jun 1947
d. 6 Jun 1947

Patricia Ursula

37

James John

Bibliography
i

Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 35
Lease of land to Daniel Cosgrave by Marquis of Donnegal, Records of L’Estrange &
Brett, Solicitors, deposited at Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI); ref.
D509, no. 454
iii
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 35
iv
Lease of land to Alexander Cosgrave by Marquis of Donnegal, Records of L’Estrange
& Brett, Solicitors, deposited at Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI); ref.
D509. No. 1372
v
Ordnance Survey of Malone Upper, County Antrim, Ireland, 1831; PRONI ref.
OS6/1/64/1 & OS6/1/65/1
vi
Map of The Antrim Estates of the most noble, The Marquis of Donegall, Town Parks &
Malone, Vol. III. PRONI reference D/2122/4A
vii
Greater Belfast street map, Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland
viii
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 71-72
ix
Lease of land to Thomas Cosgrave by Marquis of Donegall, Deeds registered in Co.
Antrim, Ireland in 1828; Deed number 841-494-564494; LDS Family History Library
Film 468969
x
Tithe Applotments of Belfast Parish in Diocese of Connor, Townland of Lower Malone
in 1834; LDS Family History Library film 258446
xi
Griffith’s Valuation of Ireland, Barony of Upper Belfast, Ward of St. George and
Cromac; LDS Family History Library film 258757
xii
Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of County Antrim II 1832-8, Lisburn
and South Antrim, volume 8; ISBN 0 85389 376 4; page 122
xiii
Cruckaclady Farmhouse at Ulster Folk Museum, County Down, Northern Ireland;
Pamphlet Dd060986 100M 7/75 55-4995; published by Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
xiv
Belfast Newsletter Index; 1737 to 1800; Compiled by John C. Greene; online at:
http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~jcg3525/Main.html
xv
Belfast Newsletter Index; 1800 to 1858; Linenhall Library, Belfast
xvi
Searches commissioned by Maurice Cosgrave of Auckland, New Zealand; performed
by Ulster Historical Foundation
xvii
British Newspaper Archive - https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
xviii
Belfast Mercury newspaper; 16 March 1858; page 3
xix
Belfast Mercury newspaper; 27 October 1858; page 1
xx
Northern Whig newspaper; 18 July 1860; page 1
xxi
Belfast News-Letter newspaper; 5 March 1862; page 1
xxii
The Evening Freeman newspaper; 4 September 1863; page 1
xxiii
Belfast News-Letter newspaper; 8 December 1891; page 3
xxiv
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 25
xxv
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 50
xxvi
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 83
xxvii
History of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland;
xxviii
Civil Registration of Marriages in Ireland; 1847; Registrar’s District of Lisburn;
Marriages solemnised at Dunmurry in the Parish of Drumbeg in the Co. of Antrim; Page
95
ii

38

xxix

Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of County Antrim II 1832-8, Lisburn
and South Antrim, volume 8; ISBN 0 85389 376 4; page 123
xxx
Tombstones of Dunmurry Non-Subscribing Presbyterian church; PRONI ref. T1602
xxxi
Dunmurry Non-Subscribing Presbyterian church; Old record book dating from start of
nineteenth century; PRONI ref. CR/4/1/B/1;
xxxii
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 45
xxxiii
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 46
xxxiv
Belfast, An Illustrated History, by Jonathon Bardon, ISBN 0-85640-272-9; page 80
xxxv
Records of Belfast Academical Institution 1826-1876’ PRONI ref. SCH/524/1A/3;
xxxvi
Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Parishes of County Antrim II 1832-8, Lisburn
and South Antrim, volume 8; ISBN 0 85389 376 4; page 133;
xxxvii
Belfast Commercial Chronicle newspaper; 11 April 1846; page 2
xxxviii
Public Record Office of Ireland; Class – Testamentary; Diocese of Connor; Sub
Class – Wills; District Registry of Belfast, bay 1A, tray 81;
xxxix
Irish wills Index 1838-1845; LDS Family History Library film 597268 & 597270;
xl
Down & Connor Wills; PRONI ref. MIC/232/1, number 8549.
xli
Down & Connor Wills; PRONI Ref. MIC/232/1, number 9118
xlii
Deeds Registered in Co. Antrim in 1858: vol. 31; number 258; LDS Family History
Library film 557049
xliii
Deeds Registered in Co. Antrim in 1858: vol. 33; number 53; LDS Family History
Library film 557049
xliv
Notice in Freeman’s Journal newspaper; 4 September 1863
xlv
Roots Ireland website – www.rootsireland.ie
xlvi
Westport Times newspaper; volume III; issue 479; 18 March 1869; page 3
xlvii
Evening Post newspaper; volume LXI; issue 142; 18 June 1901; page 2
xlviii
The Administration Index of the Prerogative Office, Containing Entries of Grants of
Administrations, Probates of Wills, Marriage Licences, Notary Public Faculties, &c.
commencing in the Year 1595 and ending in the Year 1810, Vol 12 - Marriage Licence
Bonds , Diocese of Down, Connor & Dromore (LDS Family History Library film
100867)
xlix
Daily Southern Cross newspaper; Volume XXX; Issue 5319; Page 3; 10 Sep 1874

39

